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Foreword

As we present the report "Questionable Practices within Falun Dafa," it is important to 
acknowledge both the challenges and the opportunities that come with examining complex issues 
within any spiritual movement. Falun Dafa, known for its teachings of truthfulness, compassion, 
and forbearance, has inspired countless individuals around the world. However, like many spiritual 
and religious movements, it is not immune to scrutiny and internal challenges.

This report aims to provide a balanced and thorough analysis of various practices within Falun 
Dafa, focusing on areas where questions and concerns have arisen. It examines the internal 
dynamics and external pressures that contribute to practices that may deviate from the movement's 
foundational principles. By doing so, we seek to foster a deeper understanding and encourage 
constructive dialogue.

The impetus for this report arises from a commitment to human rights, integrity, and the pursuit of 
truth. It is essential to recognize that critical examination does not undermine the core values of 
Falun Dafa but rather aims to enhance the movement's adherence to these values. In addressing 
issues such as internal restrictions, discrimination, and the impact of external persecution, our goal 
is to promote reforms that align with international human rights standards and the movement's own 
ethical teachings.

The findings and recommendations outlined in this report are intended to support Falun Dafa in 
addressing these challenges transparently and effectively. We hope that this work serves as a 
catalyst for positive change, encouraging the movement to build a more inclusive, respectful, and 
just environment for all practitioners.

Our approach has been guided by a commitment to fairness, respect, and a genuine desire to 
contribute to the movement's ongoing evolution. We acknowledge the dedication of Falun Dafa 
practitioners and leaders who strive to live by the principles of truthfulness, compassion, and 
forbearance, and we believe that by confronting these challenges head-on, the movement can 
further embody its teachings and fulfill its mission.

We invite readers to approach this report with an open mind and a constructive spirit, recognizing 
that the path to improvement is paved with honest reflection and collective effort. Together, we can 
work towards a future where spiritual practices uphold the highest standards of ethical conduct and 
human dignity.

Sincerely,

MindCoeur Editorial Team



Excommunication Practices in Falun Dafa

1. Lack of Formal Excommunication Process:

• Falun Dafa does not have a formal hierarchy or organizational structure that would 

typically oversee an excommunication process. Unlike traditional religions with 
clerical authority, Falun Dafa practitioners often engage in self-cultivation, and there 
is no formal membership or registration.

• Since Falun Dafa is decentralized, there are no official mechanisms or protocols for 

expelling practitioners from the practice.

2. Voluntary Departure:

• Practitioners who find themselves unable to adhere to the principles or who disagree 

with the teachings may choose to stop practicing Falun Dafa on their own accord. 
Since there is no membership, leaving the practice is typically a personal decision 
rather than a formal expulsion.

3. Community Influence:

• Within local practice groups, social pressure or community dynamics might 

informally lead to a practitioner distancing themselves if their actions are seen as 
inconsistent with the principles. However, such social dynamics do not constitute 
formal excommunication.

Informal Social Dynamics

1. Community-Based Pressure:

• While Falun Dafa lacks a formal hierarchical structure for excommunication, 

informal social dynamics within practice groups can lead to practitioners being 
ostracized or distanced if they are seen as deviating from the core principles of 
truthfulness, compassion, and forbearance.

• Practitioners might feel pressure from their peers to conform to certain behaviors or 

beliefs that align with the teachings of Li Hongzhi. This pressure can lead individuals 
to voluntarily leave the group if they feel they do not fit in or are not accepted.

2. Public Denouncements by Li Hongzhi:

• Li Hongzhi has, on occasion, publicly criticized certain behaviors or interpretations 

of his teachings. Practitioners who engage in activities contrary to his guidance may 
find themselves indirectly encouraged to disassociate from the practice if they do not 
align with his teachings.

• Such public denouncements can create an environment where certain behaviors or 

practitioners are implicitly rejected by the broader community.



3. Expectations of Adherence:

• Practitioners are expected to follow the teachings closely and integrate them into 

their daily lives. Failure to do so might lead to a sense of exclusion or being sidelined 
within practice groups.

• Those who persistently diverge from the teachings or bring negative attention to the 

group may be encouraged by peers to rethink their participation.

Cases of Informal Exclusion

• Internal Group Dynamics:

• Within some local groups, informal mechanisms might exist where practitioners who 

are seen as not embodying the principles effectively are encouraged to step back or 
stop participating.

• This can happen through lack of invitation to group activities, being subtly ignored, 

or through direct conversations aimed at addressing perceived issues.

Allegations and Controversies

1. Claims of Abuse:

• Allegations of sexual exploitation within any spiritual or religious movement can 

arise due to the actions of individuals who misuse their authority or position. These 
actions are often contrary to the movement's stated principles.

• While there may be isolated claims, it is important to distinguish between the actions 

of individuals and the teachings of the movement as a whole.
2. Media Reports and Criticism:

• Some media reports and criticisms have surfaced, often focusing on individual cases 

rather than systemic issues within Falun Dafa. These cases may involve accusations 
against specific individuals rather than representing widespread practices within the 
movement.

• Critics often highlight such instances to question the moral authority of the 

movement or its leaders.
3. Response from Falun Dafa:

• The movement has generally denied any systemic issues related to sexual 

exploitation and emphasizes adherence to its core principles.
• Practitioners and leaders often emphasize that any misconduct is against the 

teachings of Falun Dafa and should not be tolerated.

Community Dynamics:

• In communities practicing Falun Dafa, social pressure to conform to the movement's 

teachings can sometimes suppress the reporting of misconduct, although this is not unique to 
Falun Dafa and can occur in various spiritual or religious communities.



International Human Rights Framework

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR):

• Article 18: States that everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience, and 

religion. This includes the freedom to change one’s religion or belief and the freedom 
to manifest one’s religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship, and observance.

• Article 19: Protects the right to freedom of opinion and expression.

• Article 20: Asserts the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.

• International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR):

• Article 18: Similar to the UDHR, it emphasizes freedom of thought, conscience, and 

religion.
• Article 22: Protects the right to freedom of association with others, including the 

right to form and join trade unions.

Excommunication and Human Rights

• Freedom of Belief:

• Unjust excommunication practices may infringe upon an individual’s right to 

freedom of religion or belief, especially if such practices are used to suppress dissent 
or enforce conformity within a religious or spiritual movement.

• Excommunication that penalizes individuals for changing beliefs or questioning 

doctrines can be viewed as a violation of the right to freely change one’s religion or 
belief.

• Freedom of Expression:

• If excommunication is used as a tool to silence criticism or prevent the expression of 

differing views within a religious community, it may infringe upon the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression.

• Ensuring that individuals can freely express their views without fear of reprisal is 

essential for upholding human rights.
• Freedom of Association:

• The right to freedom of association includes the ability to join or leave a religious or 

spiritual group without coercion. Unjust excommunication practices that force 
individuals out of a community without due process may infringe upon this right.



Application to Falun Dafa

• Decentralized Nature:

• As Falun Dafa does not have a formal hierarchical structure, issues related to 

excommunication are typically informal and based on community dynamics.
• The decentralized nature of the practice can lead to variations in how such issues are 

handled across different communities.
• Impact of Persecution:

• The Chinese government’s persecution of Falun Dafa complicates the situation, as 

practitioners face significant external threats to their freedom of belief and 
association.

• The persecution has heightened the need for solidarity within the community, which 

can sometimes lead to internal pressures to conform.
• Allegations of Unjust Practices:

• If allegations of unjust exclusion or excommunication arise, they should be carefully 

examined to determine whether they represent individual cases or point to broader 
issues within the movement.

• It is important for any spiritual or religious community, including Falun Dafa, to 

ensure that practices align with international human rights standards, fostering an 
environment of openness and respect for individual rights.



Recommendations for Change in Excommunication Practices in Falun Dafa

1. Establish Clear Guidelines:

• Develop Transparent Criteria: Clearly outline the criteria and processes for 

addressing disagreements or behavioral issues within the Falun Dafa community. 
These guidelines should be publicly accessible and based on the movement's core 
principles of truthfulness, compassion, and forbearance.

• Consistency Across Communities: Ensure that these guidelines are applied 

consistently across all local practice groups to avoid arbitrary or unjust treatment of 
practitioners.

2. Implement a Formal Process:

• Create an Oversight Committee: Establish a committee of respected practitioners 

who can oversee disputes and ensure that any decisions regarding exclusion or 
excommunication are made fairly and impartially.

• Due Process and Appeals: Provide a formal process that includes the right to a fair 

hearing, the opportunity to present evidence, and an appeals mechanism for those 
facing potential exclusion.

3. Promote Open Dialogue:

• Encourage Open Communication: Foster an environment where practitioners feel 

comfortable expressing differing views or concerns without fear of reprisal or 
exclusion. Open dialogue should be encouraged to promote understanding and 
resolve conflicts amicably.

• Facilitate Mediation: Implement mediation processes to help resolve conflicts 

before they escalate to exclusion, using neutral mediators who can assist in finding 
mutually acceptable solutions.

4. Protect Individual Rights:

• Uphold Freedom of Belief: Ensure that all practitioners have the freedom to explore 

and express their beliefs without coercion or intimidation. Respect for individual 
conscience and autonomy should be a foundational principle.

• Prevent Discrimination: Actively work to prevent discrimination or marginalization 

based on personal differences, ensuring equal treatment for all practitioners 
regardless of background or interpretation of teachings.

5. Strengthen Community Support:

• Build Inclusive Communities: Focus on building inclusive, supportive communities 

that prioritize mutual respect and collaboration over exclusionary practices. 
Encourage practices that strengthen the bonds between practitioners.

• Offer Support and Guidance: Provide support for practitioners who may be 

struggling with adherence to teachings, offering guidance and mentorship rather than 
punitive measures.



6. Enhance Training and Education:

• Educate on Human Rights: Incorporate education on human rights and ethical 

conduct into Falun Dafa teachings to ensure that all members understand the 
importance of respecting individual rights and freedoms.

• Training for Leaders: Offer training for local leaders on conflict resolution, 

mediation, and ethical leadership to ensure they are equipped to handle disputes 
fairly and compassionately.

7. Engage with External Organizations:

• Collaborate with Human Rights Groups: Engage with international human rights 

organizations to seek guidance and support in aligning practices with global 
standards. This collaboration can also provide external accountability and 
transparency.

• Public Accountability: Encourage public accountability by regularly reviewing and 

publishing reports on community practices and any changes implemented to address 
concerns.



Sexual Exploitation

Systemic Issues in Religious and Spiritual Movements

1. Understanding Systemic Issues:

• A systemic issue within a movement implies that there are widespread, entrenched 

problems affecting many participants, often supported by cultural or structural 
factors.

• Such issues can arise when there are patterns of behavior that are ignored or tolerated 

by leadership, or when mechanisms for addressing misconduct are absent or 
ineffective.

2. Possible Factors Contributing to Systemic Issues:

• Lack of Accountability: In decentralized movements, a lack of formal leadership or 

accountability structures can lead to unchecked misconduct.
• Charismatic Leadership: If leaders hold significant influence, their behavior can set 

precedents for followers, potentially leading to the rationalization of unethical 
conduct.

• Cultural or Social Dynamics: The internal culture of a group can sometimes 

discourage reporting misconduct, either through social pressure or fear of ostracism.

Specific Concerns in Falun Dafa

1. Decentralized Structure:

• Falun Dafa lacks a formal organizational hierarchy, which can make it difficult to 

address issues systematically. Practitioners often follow the teachings of Li Hongzhi 
independently or within small local groups.

• This decentralized approach can sometimes lead to varied interpretations of teachings 

and differing approaches to managing community issues.
2. Role of Li Hongzhi:

• As the founder and spiritual leader, Li Hongzhi’s teachings and directives hold 

significant sway. If there are any issues, they may be related to how his teachings are 
interpreted or implemented at the grassroots level.

• However, Li Hongzhi’s teachings explicitly emphasize moral integrity, which 

theoretically should counter any tendencies towards misconduct.
3. Reports and Allegations:

• While there have been isolated reports of misconduct by individuals, these do not 

necessarily indicate systemic problems unless there is evidence of widespread, 
tolerated practices.

• It is important to differentiate between isolated incidents and patterns that are ignored 

or supported by the movement’s leadership.



Evaluating Systemic Claims

1. Critical Analysis:

• Evaluating whether a systemic issue exists requires comprehensive data, including 

testimonies from multiple, independent sources and a pattern of behavior that is 
consistent across different contexts.

• External critiques, particularly from sources with a history of bias against Falun 

Dafa, such as the Chinese government, should be critically assessed.
2. Reporting and Accountability:

• Encouraging open channels for reporting misconduct and implementing 

accountability mechanisms can help prevent systemic issues from developing or 
persisting.

3. Community Responsibility:

• Practitioners and local leaders need to actively address any allegations of misconduct 

to prevent systemic issues from arising.

Recommendations for Change in Sexual Exploitation in Falun Dafa

1. Establish Clear Policies and Procedures:

• Develop a Code of Conduct: Create a clear and accessible code of conduct that 

explicitly prohibits sexual exploitation and outlines acceptable behavior for all 
members. This code should be distributed to all practitioners and regularly reviewed.

• Formal Complaint Mechanism: Implement a formal process for reporting and 

investigating allegations of sexual exploitation. This mechanism should be 
confidential, accessible, and designed to protect the rights of both the complainant 
and the accused.

2. Create an Oversight and Support Committee:

• Independent Oversight: Establish an independent committee tasked with 

overseeing investigations of sexual misconduct. This committee should consist of 
respected practitioners and external experts who can ensure impartiality and fairness.

• Victim Support Services: Provide support services for victims, including 

counseling, legal assistance, and safe spaces. Ensure that victims feel supported and 
empowered to come forward without fear of retribution.

3. Promote Education and Awareness:

• Training Programs: Implement regular training sessions for all practitioners on 

recognizing and preventing sexual exploitation. These programs should focus on 
consent, power dynamics, and the importance of maintaining respectful relationships.



• Awareness Campaigns: Conduct awareness campaigns within the community to 

highlight the importance of preventing sexual exploitation and to encourage open 
discussions about consent and respect.

4. Enhance Leadership Accountability:

• Leadership Training: Provide specialized training for leaders and senior 

practitioners on handling allegations of sexual exploitation and maintaining a safe 
community environment.

• Regular Reviews: Conduct regular reviews of leadership practices to ensure that 

leaders are held accountable for their actions and that they uphold the movement’s 
ethical standards.

5. Encourage Open Dialogue and Transparency:

• Foster a Culture of Openness: Encourage practitioners to speak openly about issues 

of sexual misconduct and to challenge behaviors that go against the movement’s 
principles. Cultivating a culture of openness can help prevent misconduct and 
facilitate early intervention.

• Transparency in Reporting: Publish annual reports on the handling of sexual 

misconduct cases, ensuring transparency in how allegations are addressed and what 
measures are taken to prevent future incidents.

6. Collaborate with External Experts:

• Engage with Advocacy Groups: Partner with external organizations and advocacy 

groups specializing in preventing sexual exploitation to gain insights and resources 
for improving community practices.

• External Audits: Conduct regular external audits of community practices to ensure 

compliance with international standards and to identify areas for improvement.
7. Strengthen Community Bonds:

• Promote Mutual Respect: Emphasize the importance of mutual respect and equality 

within the community, ensuring that all practitioners understand the value of treating 
each other with dignity and compassion.

• Support Networks: Build strong support networks within the community to provide 

practitioners with resources and allies when facing issues of exploitation or 
misconduct.

These recommendations aim to create a safe and respectful environment within Falun Dafa by 
implementing clear policies, providing support for victims, promoting education and transparency, 
and enhancing leadership accountability. By taking these steps, the movement can align its practices 
with its core principles and international human rights standards, ensuring that all practitioners are 
protected from exploitation.



Restrictions, pressure, discrimination, opposition, 
disinformation, injustice, intimidation, mistreatment, 
marginalization, ostracism, and harassment within Falun Dafa
Allegations of these systemic issues within Falun Dafa could potentially manifest through 
community dynamics, social pressures, and external challenges. Let’s examine how these issues 
might be perceived or occur in relation to Falun Dafa, considering both internal community 
dynamics and the external context of persecution.

Internal Dynamics Within Falun Dafa

1. Restrictions and Pressure:

• Community Expectations: Within Falun Dafa, practitioners are often expected to 

adhere closely to the teachings of Li Hongzhi, which emphasize moral conduct and 
personal cultivation. This can create pressure to conform to certain behaviors and 
beliefs.

• Informal Enforcement: Due to the decentralized nature of the movement, there may 

be informal mechanisms of enforcement through peer pressure or social expectations 
within practice groups.

2. Discrimination and Marginalization:

• Internal Group Dynamics: Practitioners who express views or behaviors that 

diverge from the established teachings may experience social marginalization or 
discrimination within local practice groups.

• Dissent Suppression: While the movement emphasizes personal cultivation, there 

can be a tendency to suppress dissent or differing interpretations, leading to potential 
marginalization of those who challenge the status quo.

3. Ostracism and Harassment:

• Social Ostracism: Practitioners who do not conform to community norms may face 

ostracism, being excluded from group activities or social interactions.
• Harassment: While formal harassment mechanisms are not institutionalized within 

Falun Dafa, social dynamics can sometimes lead to individuals feeling harassed by 
peers or leaders if they do not conform.

External Challenges Faced by Falun Dafa

1. Opposition and Disinformation:

• Chinese Government Persecution: Since 1999, Falun Dafa has faced severe 

persecution in China, characterized by widespread disinformation campaigns aimed 
at discrediting the movement and its leaders.

• Media Narratives: The Chinese state media often disseminates negative narratives 

about Falun Dafa, portraying it as a dangerous or subversive group. This external 
opposition exacerbates internal challenges and pressures practitioners to maintain 
unity.

2. Intimidation and Mistreatment:



• State-Sponsored Intimidation: Practitioners in China face intimidation, detention, 

and mistreatment by authorities. This has created a climate of fear, affecting how 
practitioners interact both within and outside the community.

• Global Impact: The Chinese government’s efforts to suppress Falun Dafa extend 

globally, affecting how practitioners are perceived and treated in other countries, 
including reports of harassment and intimidation overseas.

3. Injustice and Legal Challenges:

• Human Rights Violations: The persecution of Falun Dafa in China involves severe 

human rights abuses, including arbitrary detention, torture, and forced labor.
• Lack of Legal Recourse: Practitioners often lack legal protection and recourse 

against such abuses, both in China and in countries influenced by Chinese political 
pressure.

Addressing Systemic Issues

1. Promoting Transparency and Accountability:

• Community Engagement: Encouraging open dialogue within Falun Dafa 

communities can help address internal pressures and discrimination. Practitioners 
should be encouraged to express differing views without fear of reprisal.

• Leadership Responsibility: Local leaders and senior practitioners can play a role in 

promoting an inclusive and respectful community environment, ensuring adherence 
to the movement’s ethical principles.

2. Responding to External Threats:

• Advocacy and Awareness: Raising awareness about the persecution of Falun Dafa 

can help counter disinformation and provide support to practitioners facing external 
challenges.

• International Support: Engaging with international human rights organizations and 

advocates can help protect the rights of practitioners and bring attention to abuses.
3. Ensuring Human Rights Compliance:

• Adherence to Human Rights Standards: Falun Dafa, like any spiritual movement, 

should align its practices with international human rights standards, fostering an 
environment of freedom, respect, and dignity for all practitioners.

• Encouraging Diversity of Thought: Promoting a culture that values diverse 

interpretations and personal growth within the framework of Falun Dafa’s teachings 
can help mitigate systemic issues related to discrimination and marginalization.

Conclusion

While Falun Dafa emphasizes principles of truthfulness, compassion, and forbearance, it is 
important to acknowledge and address potential systemic issues that may arise within any 
community. The combination of internal dynamics and external persecution creates complex 
challenges for practitioners, underscoring the need for vigilance in upholding ethical standards and 
protecting human rights. Addressing these issues requires a commitment to transparency, 
inclusivity, and advocacy, both within the Falun Dafa community and in broader society.



Closing Remarks

In conclusion, the report "Questionable Practices in Falun Dafa" sheds light on several challenges 
faced by the movement, both internally and externally. While Falun Dafa is rooted in principles of 
truthfulness, compassion, and forbearance, the reality is that complex social dynamics and external 
pressures can lead to practices that do not always align with these ideals.

Internally, issues such as informal social pressures, marginalization, and a lack of formal 
mechanisms for addressing grievances can lead to environments where practitioners may feel 
restricted or unfairly treated. Externally, the intense persecution faced by Falun Dafa in China, 
characterized by disinformation and human rights abuses, complicates the situation further, often 
creating a climate of fear and resistance that impacts practitioners worldwide.

The recommendations outlined in this report aim to address these challenges by promoting 
transparency, accountability, and inclusivity within Falun Dafa communities. By establishing clear 
guidelines, fostering open dialogue, and collaborating with external organizations, the movement 
can work towards ensuring that its practices align with international human rights standards.

It is imperative that Falun Dafa continues to uphold its foundational values while remaining open to 
reform and improvement. By embracing these changes, the movement can enhance its integrity, 
protect its practitioners, and continue its mission of spiritual and personal development in a manner 
that respects the rights and dignity of all individuals.

Ultimately, the path forward lies in balancing the preservation of Falun Dafa's spiritual teachings 
with a commitment to fostering an environment of openness, respect, and mutual support. By doing 
so, the movement can not only address the challenges identified in this report but also strengthen its 
community and its standing in the broader global context.
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